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outstanding work they do every day and for
the many contributions they make to our com-
munity, | am honored to stand today to extend
my sincere congratulations to the New Haven
County Bar Association and its membership
as they celebrate their centennial anniversary.

——
HONORING CAPTAIN DON
ORNDOFF, CIVIL ENGINEER

CORPS, UNITED STATES NAVY

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2007

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, it is an honor
to recognize Captain Don Orndoff, a native of
Winchester, in the 10th Congressional District
of Virginia, for his distinguished career as he
retires from the United States Navy.

Captain Orndoff served our country not only
as a Navy Civil Engineer Corps Officer for 29
years, but also as Naval Facilities Engineering
Command Assistant Commander for Navy
Public Works and Navy Public Works Busi-
ness Line Leader. Captain Orndoff graduated
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
University and has done tours in such places
as Pearl Harbor, San Francisco and
Yokosuka, Japan.

After being chosen to lead a Navy Installa-
tion Command and Naval Facilities Engineer-
ing Command transformation Captain Orndoff
implemented a dramatic restructuring and
transformation of all NAVFAC components. He
reduced their required workforce by 1,100 ci-
vilian positions and increased productivity 13
percent, directly resulting in over $600 million
in savings and creating the most comprehen-
sive and fundamental reorganization of the
command in more than three decades.

As the Navy Public Works Business Line
Leader, Captain Orndoff successfully led over
9,000 civilian and military employees and con-
tractors, executing an annual workload of $3.6
billion for the Navy’s global shore installation
system.

| am proud to call attention to Captain
Orndoff’'s service to our country through a ca-
reer marked by inspirational moral courage,
exceptional vision and relentless leadership. |
also commend him and his family for their
dedication to patriotism and their contributions
to the United States Navy, and wish them well
in the future.

——————

TRIBUTE TO CARTER GAMBLE

HON. BARON P. HILL

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2007

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, my hometown of
Seymour, Indiana, has lost one of its finest.
Although Carter A. Gamble, Jr. was born and
raised in Georgia, he called Southern Indiana
home for a short while. Carter Gamble was
tragically killed in Iraq Sunday. My deepest
condolences go to his family—his wife, Peggy,
his children, including one on the way, his ex-
tended family, particularly Jackson County
Sheriff Marc Lahrman and Carter's grand-
parents, Bob and Helen Lahrman. Carter
served this country so notably and honorably.
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He was deployed to Iraqg twice, the second
time reenlisting in the Army knowing he would
likely be sent to Irag. | thank him for his un-
wavering commitment to our great Nation. |
thank his family for loving and supporting him.
Carter will be greatly missed and was taken
much too soon from his young and growing
family. Let us all keep Carter Gamble and his
family in our constant thoughts and prayers.
—

INTRODUCTION OF ENERGY EFFI-
CIENT BUILDINGS PROMOTION
ACT OF 2007

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2007

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, many of us recognize that one of the great
challenges facing our nation today is com-
bating global warming by reducing the green-
house gas emissions responsible for the rap-
idly rising temperatures on our planet. What
many may not realize, however, is that the
largest source of emissions and energy con-
sumption both in this country and around the
world is buildings. Given this fact, any attempt
to stem the tide of growing greenhouse gas
emissions and improve energy efficiency must
include the building sector. The federal gov-
ernment has an important role to play on this
count, and must provide leadership to the rest
of the country and world. To that end, | rise to
introduce today the Energy Efficient Buildings
Promotion Act of 2007.

This legislation takes up “The 2030 Chal-
lenge,” issued by Ed Mazria of the organiza-
tion Architecture 2030, who, | am proud to
say, is one of my constituents and who was
also instrumental in developing this legislation.
The 2030 Challenge calls on the global archi-
tecture and building community to adopt tar-
gets to ensure that all new buildings, new de-
velopments and existing buildings undergoing
major renovations, achieve carbon neutrality,
or use no fossil fuel greenhouse gas emitting
energy to operate, by 2030.

Organizations, architects, local govern-
ments, and individuals wanting to do their part
have all taken up this challenge. The U.S.
Conference of Mayors has adopted it for all
buildings in all cities. It is time for the federal
government to do so as well. In the United
States, the building sector accounts for ap-
proximately 48 percent of all annual energy
consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.
Several states have implemented building
standards for state government buildings, but
the federal government needs to lead the rest
of the nation by example, to encourage re-
duced fossil-fuel energy consumption and
greenhouse gas emissions in the “built” envi-
ronment.

My legislation ensures that the federal gov-
ernment answers Architecture 2030’s call by
establishing an energy performance standard
for new federal or federally supported build-
ings. For new federal buildings and federal
buildings undergoing major renovations, they
must meet the United States Green Building
Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) silver level standards,
or an equivalent standard approved by EPA.
They must achieve at least a 60 percent re-
duction compared to the regional average en-
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ergy consumption for that building type, and
they must be built in a manner that will allow
for declining fossil fuel energy consumption in
amounts of 70 percent by 2011, 80 percent by
2015, 90 percent by 2020, and 100 percent by
2025.

In addition, my legislation establishes similar
standards for new buildings and buildings un-
dergoing major renovations that were built with
at least 10 percent of federal funds. These
buildings or renovations must be designed to
achieve at least a 50 percent reduction com-
pared to regional average energy consumption
for that building type. Also, they must be built
in a manner that will allow for declining fossil
fuel energy consumption in amounts of 60 per-
cent by 2011, 70 percent by 2015, 80 percent
by 2020, 90 percent by 2025, and 100 percent
by 2030.

Madam Speaker, | believe these two new
standards and the improved energy efficiency
that will result will be a strong marker of Fed-
eral leadership towards more environmentally
friendly buildings.

It is not enough by itself, however. Another
avenue for Federal leadership is the U.S. tax
code. The Energy Policy Act of 2005 recog-
nized this and established several very impor-
tant tax credits and deductions to promote en-
ergy efficient construction and improvements
to homes and commercial buildings. Many of
these tax provisions are not only scheduled to
expire in 2008, but in the estimation of many,
were also set at amounts too low to spark the
level of construction and efficiency improve-
ments needed.

To that end, this legislation extends to 2013
and increases the Nonbusiness Energy Prop-
erty Tax Credit from $500 to $1,000, it ex-
tends to 2013 and increases the New Energy
Efficient Homes Tax Deduction from $2,000 to
$4,500 per unit, and extends to 2013 and in-
creases the Energy Efficient Commercial
Buildings Tax Deduction from $1.80 to $2.75
per square foot.

Madam Speaker, we must take steps to ad-
dress the greenhouse gas emissions and en-
ergy inefficiencies in the building sector. The
Federal Government has a unique opportunity
to provide the leadership for the rest of the
country and even the world in promoting
greener building. | urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor this legislation and help begin stem-
ming the tide of a significant portion of the
greenhouse gas emissions contributing to the
problem of global warming.

A TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER
WESTHOFF

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2007

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Christopher Westhoff, Assist-
ant City Attorney—Public Works General
Counsel with the City of Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, who will become President of the Na-
tional Association of Clean Water Agencies
(NACWA).

Christopher Westhoff is an environmental
champion for the City of Los Angeles, the
State of California, and the Nation. He is an
exceptional leader and public steward, dedi-
cated to the improvement of Los Angeles’
water quality and public health.
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